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ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.02 pm]: This year marks a century 
since the commencement of the First World War. The Culture and the Arts portfolio is playing an important role 
in the Anzac Centenary commemoration, investing in a range of programs and offering the community an 
opportunity to learn about our nation’s history. 
One such government-supported project is a four-part television series entitled The War That Changed Us, 
which was co-funded by ScreenWest and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. The series provides an 
insight into Australian involvement in World War I through the eyes of five individuals. ScreenWest invested 
$600 000 in the production, which led to a spend of $3.2 million in the state. The series was filmed in 13 
Western Australian locations, all of which were transformed into scenes of Europe, including Whiteman Park, 
the Cottesloe Civic Centre and Fremantle Prison. The War That Changed Us begins on ABC television tonight, 
Tuesday, 19 August at 8.30 pm, and runs for four weeks. I encourage people to tune in to watch this miniseries 
and to be involved in other various cultural events marking the centenary of World War I, including The Giants, 
which is a state government and private sector–supported event that will come to the streets of Perth from 13 to 
15 February 2015 to tell the story of Faye Howe, the lighthouse keeper’s daughter, who was the last human 
contact for many young troops departing for Gallipoli in 1914. 
I am proud of the role that the Culture and Arts portfolio is playing in sharing these stories with the 
Western Australian community. While I am on my feet talking about arts issues, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate parliamentary education officer Michael Loney, who is with a group in the public gallery, for 
playing the role of Sorin in Chekhov’s The Seagull at the State Theatre Centre. Michael’s real job is  
a professional actor with the Black Swan State Theatre Company. 
[Applause.]  
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